
October 3, 2024

President Joseph R. Biden
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

As organizations representing diverse American communities, we are appalled by the recent
military escalations in the Middle East, the spiraling civilian death tolls, and the failure of the
Biden Administration to secure a ceasefire and prevent a march to full-blown regional war with
Iran.

It is not in the national interest for the U.S. to be led into a war with Iran by Benjamin
Netanyhu’s government in Israel. It is in the strong national interest to utilize diplomacy, backed
by full American leverage - including withholding further offensive weapons transfers to Israel’s
military - to move all the parties back from the brink and toward a ceasefire that ends the
devastation of Gaza and Lebanon and reverses the slide to regional war.

We implore the Biden-Harris administration to rethink its deferential approach to Netanyahu's
defiant escalations and do everything in its power to push back strongly on those eager to exploit
this chaos to trigger a wider war. There is no "de-escalation through escalation” – Biden must
stop the flow of US weapons that are enabling Israel to provoke regional war.

Moreover, we urge you to recognize and respect that Congress has not authorized military force
against Iran or militias backed by Iran, and that any potential military action against Iran could
only proceed following a debate and passage of a war authorization before entering our troops
into any imminent hostilities in the region. President Biden has recently spoken of steps he has
taken to wind down America’s military footprint abroad. However, unless he acts quickly and
decisively through diplomacy, it appears that a new endless war will be his legacy.

Again, we urge U.S. policymakers to lead with diplomacy at this critical moment to deescalate
with Iran and reach a ceasefire in Gaza, Lebanon and beyond, and to respect the U.S.
Constitution and Congress’ war power authorities.

Sincerely,
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