2025 Deportation Defense Training

e Mitra Jalali & Myriam Sabbaghi,
National Iranian American Council

® Kimberly Leung, Asian Law Caucus

® Drea Herrera, New York Civil Liberties
Union

DEFENSE
TRAINING

NIAC is hosting an online virtual training with experts from Asian
Law Caucus and the New York Civil Liberties Union to understand
current trends, ensure community members know their rights and
understand how to plug into or build community defense networks
where they are. We will offer a chance for Q&A and key resources
to take with you back to your community.

WED. SEPT. 17 @ 7-8:30PM ET
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Objectives

Members who attend this deportation defense training will come
away understanding:

® What our rights are at home, in the workplace and other public
places, regardless of immigration status

® How you can support community defense against unjust ICE
arrests and deportation where you are

Note: Today’s training is for general information purposes, and
should not be construed as legal advice.



Agenda

1. Welcome and grounding in national context

Mitra Jalali and Myriam Sabbaghi, National Iranian American Council
2. Knowing Our Rights
Kimberly Leung, Asian Law Caucus
3. Deportation defense and ICE rapid response work in communities
Drea Herrera, New York Civil Liberties Union

4, Q & A

5. Resources & next steps



Overview: National Landscape & ICE Detentions of
Iranian Americans

® |CE has escalated enforcement targeting Iranians to an extraordinary scale: as of
July 2025, at least 670 Iranians were held in ICE detention, with at least 130
Iranian nationals arrested within a week after the conflict.

® Some level of ICE detentions have continued in the weeks since, including arrests
in July and August. The June war on Iran coincided with a spike in ICE targeting
of Iranian nationals domestically.

® Many are taken without warrants or hearings and deported with little warning,
including to countries where they face grave danger.

® In June, Congress passed a spending bill appropriating nearly $30bn to ICE over
the next four years to step up enforcement — more funding than ever in agency
history



Overview: National Landscape & ICE Detentions of
Iranian Americans

e |ICE is under aggressive quotas of 3,000 arrests/day nationwide, and despite a
“tough on crime” rationale, ICE is arresting more people without criminal records
than ever.

® For Iranian nationals, this dragnet has swept up hundreds of people for overstayed
visas, low-level offenses or, more troublingly in some cases, no clear reason given.

?

® The Supreme Court has also upheld ICE’s deportations of people to “third countries’
and recently also allowed ICE to continue stopping people in LA on the basis of
appearance, job or language.

e We have also heard of at least one deportation back to Iran, despite concerns of
retaliation.


https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trumps-ice-arrests-non-criminals-despite-crime-focused-message-2025-06-13/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2025/06/supreme-court-pauses-district-court-order-preventing-immigrants-from-being-deported-to-third-party-countries/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-supreme-court-backs-trump-aggressive-immigration-raids-2025-09-08/

Overview: National Landscape & ICE Detentions of
Iranian Americans

® Our team reqularly tracks detentions of Iranian nationals across
the U.S. with publicly available information

, . About Us + News & Publications + GetInvolved ¥ Press Contact Us

niacouncil.org/icetracker [ILYe
ICE Detentions of Iranian Nationals — Community Tracker

This is a regularly updated community database of publicly available information on Iranian nationals detained by ICE in 2025. This is not a complete list, and does
not reflect full data on all Iranian nationals detained by ICE.

Latest known total of all Iranian nationals detained by ICE in 2025: at least 260
* Source: ICE Statistics
* Reports indicate as many as 670 Iranian nationals are currently in ICE detention, though this is not reflected in ICE’s public database.

Total by individual with public information available in list below: 33
Last updated: Aug. 7, 2025

ICE Detentions of Iranian Nationals : Community Tracker

Known
Arrest Detention Location If
Date First Name Last Name Age Home City State Known Available Public Information or Media Coverage

The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/mar/26/ice-unive|
alabama-doctoral-student

Released (~41 days) CBS 42: https://www.cbs42.com/news/after-40-days-in-ice-detention-alabam
Alireza Doroudi Tuscaloosa and self-deported 5

Behkam Bahadorani Tulsa Tulsa
DHS.gov press release https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/iranian-national-a
Mehrzad Eidivand Tempe Phoenix federally-indicted-after-wife-threatens-shoot-ice-officers
dhs.gov/news/2025/06/24/ice-arrests-11-iranian-nationals-illeg
Linet Vartaniann Tempe ICE custody weekend
Bahman Asfestani San Francisco ICE custody DHS.gov press release




Overview: National Landscape & ICE Detentions of
Iranian Americans
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Reza Zavvar, 40+ year Maryland resident
taken while walking his dog - now faces
deportation to Romania
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Sharareh Moghadam, recently passed her
citizenship exam then detained without
explanation; wife of a Studio City balloon
shop owner in Los Angeles area, facing
medical issues in ICE detention for 30+ days

Mahdi Khanbabazadeh,
Iranian father and
chiropractor, arrested as he
dropped his child off at
preschool in Beaverton, OR
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Know Your Rights:
Co you cor 2

At Home, At Work, & Other Public Spaces

csert them

Kim Leung (she/her), Asian Law Caucus
kimberlyl@asianlawcaucus.org

(415) 234-0748

www.asianlawcaucus.org


mailto:kimberlyl@asianlawcaucus.org

You have different rights depending on where you are

located
PRIVATE PUBLIC PORTS OF ENTRY
during international
travel
Some Homes; Walking on the street; International airport;
examples . N .
Parts of workplaces only Driving or riding in a car, Landport (e.g. Detroit
accessible to employees Ambassador Bridge)
Parts of workplaces open
to the public
General ICE needs a warrant from | ICE only needs reasonable | All persons at ports of entry,
Rule a judge or consent to suspicion to make an including US Citizens, are

enter and search

arrest

subject to inspection by U.S.
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP).




Regardless of where you are:

e You have the right to remain silent, if you invoke it.
o “l am invoking my right to remain silent.”
o “l am asserting my right to remain silent.”
o "l would like to speak with an attorney before answering any
guestions.”

e |[f you're not going to remain silent, do not give false information or
documents to ICE or any law enforcement officer.

e Do not sign or admit to anything you are not sure about.



Know Your Rights - Your Residence

No one can enter your home without
permission or a valid judicial warrant.

1. Do not open the door before ascertaining
who it is. (ICE can be plain clothed)

a. Ask for ID and a judicial warrant.

b. If they do not have a judicial
warrant and you tell them they can’t Image source:_https://www.wehaverights.us/

be there, they should leave.

2. Don't give ICE documents or information. NO INFO
3. Call your local rapid response hotline. NO ENTRY

NO SEARCH



https://www.wehaverights.us/

Know Your Rights: Judicial vs Administrative Warrants

AD 93 (Rev, 11/13) Search and Setzure Weeran

: 3 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY Varrant for Arrest of Alien
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

e

File No

Date:

In the Matter of the Search of )
L[“;\‘ ”(,y"”’:', '"“"U‘m,“"" : Case No To:  Any immigration officer authorized pursuant to sections 236 and 287 of the
> \ e Immigration and Nationality Act and part 287 of title 8, Code of Federal
)
)

Regulations, to serve warrants of arrest for immigration violations

I have determined that there is probable cause to believe that

SEARCH AND SEIZURE WARRANT is removable from the United States. This determination is based upon:

To Any authorized law enforcement officer

O the execution of a charging document to initlate removal proceedings against the subject;
An application by a federal law enforcement officer or an attorney for the government requests the search
of the following person or property located in the District of O the pendency of ongoing removal proceedings against the subjert;

(identify the person ar describe the property to be searched and give fts location)

[ the failure to establish admissibility subsequent to deferred inspeghion;

[0 biometric confirmation of the subject’s identity andha records check of federal
databases that affirmatively indicate, by themiSelves or faddition to other reliable
information, that the subject either lacks immigration statS or notwithstanding such status

2 5 ¥ . 3 y is removable under U.S, immigration law: andéor

| find that the affidavit(s), or any recorded testimony, establish probable cause to search and seize the person or property Y

described above, and thar such search will reveal fdonnfy the porson ov deseribe the propesty i be spdaed) . ’ . g y
O statements made voluntarily hy the suhjé@to an immigration officer and/or other
reliable evidence that affirmatively iadicate the'subject either lacks immigration status or
notwithstanding such status is remogabléunder U.S. immigration law.,

YOU ARE COMMANDED to'arest andygake into custody for removal proceedings under the
Immigration and Natiopality Act,"the above-named alien.

YOU ARE COMMANDED 10 execute this warrant on or before fneé to exceexd 14 days)

4 . . ) a 2 . Q a2 ~F " ol WP e
71 in the daytime 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m “1at any time in the day or night because good cause has been established (Signature of Authorized Immigration Officer)

Unless delayed notice is authorized below, you must give a copy of the warrant and a receipt for the property taken to the
person from whom, or from whose premises, the property was taken, or leave the copy and receipt at the place where the (Printed Name and Title of Authorized Immigration Officer)
property was taken

- : . , : . Certificate of Service
The officer executing this warrant, or an officer present during the execution of the warrant, must prepare an inventory
as required by law and promptly return this warrant and inventory to

{United States Magistrare Judee) I hereby certify that the Warrant for Arrest of Alien was served by me at

i (Locatlon)
7 Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3103a(b), 1 find that immediate notification may have an adverse result listed in 18 U.S.C.

§ 2705 (except for delay of trial), and authorize the officer executing this warrant to delay notice to the person who, or whose

. and the contents of this
property, will be searched or selzed (check the appropriafe box) (Name of Alien) (Date of Service)

3 for days (mor tw exceed 30) 73 until, the facts justifying, the later specific date of

notice were read to him or her in the language.
{(Language)
Date and time issued:

Judge s signature

Name and Signature of Officer Name or Number of Interpreter (if applicable)
City and starte:

Printed name and title

arme |- 200 (Rev, (BVLE




Know Your Rights - Public Places
ICE may approach you at public places.

The rights we are discussing today are nationwide. Some places also have
Important local or state protections.

e |CE does not need a judicial warrant to arrest someone in public.

e |CE needs "reasonable suspicion” to believe people are here in violation
of immigration law, which is why maintaining silence is important.



Know Your Rights - Public Places
ICE may approach you at public places.

If you are free to If you are being
leave, walk away. arrested or detained
for questioning:

* Invoke your right to remain Invoke your right to remain silent.* N
silent.* ) In some states, you must
Do not answer any questions about provide your name to law
past encounters with law enforcement. But even if you
enforcement. give your name, you don't have

to answer other questions.

« Ask if you are free to leave. If
yes, calmly walk away. Do

not run. Ask to speak to your lawyer.

e If you have proof of citizenship,
green card, or documentation
demonstrating lawful presence,
show it.



If ICE stops me in public, can they search my belongings?

ICE needs a valid judicial warrant or your consent to search your bag, inside your
pockets, or the glove box or trunk of your car

ICE cannot search these things without a warrant or your consent, SAY:
| don’t consent to you searching me.

If ICE searches your belongings or your car, SAY
| don’t consent to you searching my belongings.

| don’t consent to you searching my car.

e You may record, but tell ICE that you are doing so.



International Travel & Ports of Entry

All persons at ports of entry, including US Citizens, are subject to
inspection by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP).

e |f you are traveling abroad you should expect more intensive screening at U.S. ports of
iInspection when you return to the United States.

e (CBP could ask you more questions about your travels, your background, your social media
activity, your political and ideological views, your activities abroad and in the United States.

e CBP could pull you aside for a secondary screening.

e (CBP can search your belongings and devices and may even take your electronic devices for a
period of time.



Advisory Regarding International Travel for
Non-US Citizens

If you must travel, be prepared:
e Consult your immigration attorney

e Carry the following important documents on your person:

o Passport, visa, green card, G-28, 1-94.
e Prepare for the possibility of questioning, delays.
e Prepare for the possibility that your devices will be searched by CBP.

e Prepare for the possibility that you may be denied entry into the U.S.

e Prepare for the possibility of detention and deportation.



Visa or Temp. Status: What Should You Do?

e Carefully consider any future
international travel plans. If Trump @
enacts a travel ban in the near
future, there is a risk that you may \\ OO

not be able to return to the U.S.

e Consult with an immigration attorney 'IOT"’
about your specific situation and do
a thorough risk assessment before
you finalize international travel.




Building Community Defense Networks Against ICE
what to do before, during, and after an ICE Arrest/Raid

Drea Herrera, New York Civil Liberties Union



Who We Are

The New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) is
the NY affiliate of the ACLU.

We are a non-partisan not-for-profit
organization with eight offices and over 90,000
members.

We focus on advancing civil rights and
liberties through litigation, policy advocacy,
field organizing and strategic media and
communications.
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4 Things to do Before
an ICE Raid

1. PROTECT YOUR DATA
2. KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

3. UNDERSTAND YOUR STATUS & RISK
LEVEL

4. BUILD YOUR SUPPORT NETWORK &
EMERGENCY PLAN

NYCLU




During an ICE Raid

If You are Arrested by ICE

e Assert Your Rights

O

O
O
O

You have the right to remain silent

You do not have to answer questions
Ask for a lawyer

Don’t sign anything without speaking to
an attorney

e Call your Emergency contact

O

Your emergency contact should be able
to secure legal support and any
community support needed (ex:
fundraising for legal purposes, bond, or
commissary)



During an ICE Raid

If you witness an ICE arrest happening

A — Assess the Situation

e What is your relationship to the person?
e Do you know the person well or are they a stranger?
e Do you speak their language?

B - Be prepared to document

e \What is the person’s name?

e \Who is their emergency contact? Write the number
down and call them immediately after.

e Ask who the agents are, what their names are, and try
to get badge numbers and license plate numbers.

e In some situations, filming or taking pictures may be
necessary

C — Collect & Communicate

e Share information quickly with other trusted contacts
or rapid response support networks.



After an ICE Raid

Supporting a loved one or neighbor

e Secure Legal Support
o  WIll help locate & track your loved one
o  WIill fight the case
e Organize community-driven response
o  Connect with your local Rapid Response
Network (or create one)
o Develop your rapid response plan




After an ICE Raid

Supporting a loved one or neighbor

When developing a rapid response plan, consider:

What is the timeline?
What community organizations can help?
Who will serve as the family liaison?
What community fundraising needs to happen?
How will you activate elected officials?
What is your social media/press plan?
What actions will you organize (ex: rally outside of
detention facility)?
o  What has worked in the past?
o Learn from campaigns that have been
successful in deportation defense/ detention
release

chLu Who will do what by when?




Q & A with Members

* Please use the Raise Hand feature or type your question in the chat
and NIAC staff will direct questions in order



Build Up Deportation Defense With NIAC

® Our staff help impacted Iranians around the country with congressional
assistance, connecting to legal support, Persian/Farsi translation, and more
(contact mitra@niacaction.org if you know an Iranian needing help)

® Sign up for our national translator list: we help attorneys with over the
phone Persian/Farsi interpretation and sometimes written translation of
documents for their cases (contact mitra@niacaction.org to sign up)

® Our NIAC chapters around the country help Iranians with
accompaniment/ICE check-in support, fundraising for impacted families,
advocacy to congressional offices for assistance and more (sign up at
https://niacouncil.org/get-involved/join-a-chapter/to get connected to your
chapter)



mailto:mitra@niacaction.org
mailto:mitra@niacaction.org
https://niacouncil.org/get-involved/join-a-chapter/

Thank You to our Expert Guests

* We are deeply grateful to Asian Law Caucus and New York Civil Liberties

Union for their cross-community solidarity, work and expertise!

NYCLU

NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION



